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Editorial 

We confess that we get a little tired of the claims of origi put 
forward by librarians or their admirers, often for things that have been 
in use for a quarter of a century. The public events diary, exhibitions 
of holiday literature, this or that form of reading list, library lessons, 
and what not, all of which have been familiar to us since the beginning 
of the century, have all been claimed recently by some library or other 
which is “ showing the way.” Originality, alas, is very rare ; and the 
daim might be avoided we think. At the same time, we much prefer 
the librarian who faces a problem himself, and shouts with delight at 
his solution, to one who nothing. 


* * * 


We do not identify ourselves with our contributors; we have 
always, since the founding of THe Lrsrary Wor.p, endeavoured to 
give an platform to every school of library thinker—to the 
young and critical, the stolid, solid, the enthusuastic, as well as to the 
old and cynical. We could not, for example, agree with the writer on 
Letters on Our Affairs in our April issue that London libraries were 
moribund or unbeautiful. They do suffer because London is not a 
unit in the way in which Norwich or Bristol (for instance) are units. 
But library activity is fairly strong in London at the moment; there 
is no ground for pessimism and much for hope. We see that work 
has begun on the Union Catalogue of the London public reference 
libraries, and that, in itself, is prophetic; and, in addition to the 
activity mentioned this month by Callimachus, Woolwich and Poplar 
are building three new libraries; Willesden has added one lately ; 
in the Ashburton Library at Croydon, opened two years ago, we have 
oy eee most beautiful small library in England ; and Wimbledon 
and Shoreditch are to be re-organized. Those who are interested in 
library lighting may care to study the striking effe&ts of that in the 
charming new bijou library of the Regent Street Polytechnic. 


* * * * 


for the Cambridge Conference proceed and 

at so satisfactory a = of with itions as 

well as academic of long standing, the meeting should be one of the 

best. It will be the third occasion on which we have met there; in 

1882 Henry Bradshaw presided over us there, and in 1905 Francis 
enkinson, the successive university librarians. We shall. of course, 
ve a librarian president at Cambridge this year. 


* * * * 


Library schools are in themselves of undeniable value. We 
learn with regret, therefore, that owing solely to want of money— 
there were Students—the le€tures at Manchester are to come to 
an end unless some authority unexpectedly comes to their rescue. 
The failure, also entirely financial, of the Aberystwyth Summer School 
is another recent educational tragedy. We are thus left with the Uni- 
versity of London School and its Easter Vacation School, usually 
held abroad—the latter being mainly for students of the former, 
although outsiders are welcomed ; Irish School at Universi 
College, Dublin; and the brief summer courses which the Scottish 
Library Association has held with success in recent years. 
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Are these facilities enough? From the territorial standpoint 
they are not, for while the London School draws its students from 
everywhere, including many foreign countries, its useful part-time 
work for students already in libraries must necessarily be confined to 
those who are within easy reach of London. The value of lib 
schools ultimately upon the capacity of libraries to absor 
their pupils. The London ool turns out about forty certified 
librarians yearly. It has been calculated that the number of available 

in England and Wales is about 100 yearly, and as about ro of 
the London students will work in foreign libraries there is room for 
about 7o more students each year. 

This is a question that young library workers might well consider. 
Do they contribute enough themselves to the cost of what is esteemed 
to be a professional training ? The education work of the L.A. for 
the past thirty years has been almost wholly charitable, carried on by 
ill-paid teachers; and only a year ago the fees for correspondence 
classes were reduced in the interests of poor assistants. The fees 
charged at Manchester appear to have been “ token” fees only. Is 
this charity really necessary in so crowded a profession ? We do not 
presume to say; but any man who hopes to earn ultimately a salary 
of £300 and upwards—we purposely do not overstate the average 
ambition !—is not extravagant or making an unwarranted sacrifice 
if he spends say eighteen guineas in leéture fees in six years. Three 
guineas from every student for every course would thus be a 
and we imagine that such schools as that at Manchester could survive 
on such terms. It is worth the while of students to think this over. 


* * * * 


Our sympathies, even in what we have said above, are with 
those who are not well off. The library Fro see as the Public 
Libraries Report asserts, requires more highly-educated workers, but 
it also needs and was created by men who had natural aptitude and who 
acquired while they served their skill and learning. It would be an 
entire error to suppose that the profession should consist entirely of 
gtaduates; as erroneous as to suppose that Dickens and Hardy 
would have written better novels, and Keats, Browning and De la 
Mare better , if they had had the special training a universi 
provides. profession will always, we hope, find ways in whi 
men “ born for the work” will be able to acquire fitness ; but it is 
quite clear that there are whole ranges of library routine—clerical, 
mechanical and menial—in which accuracy and commonsense are 
what is mostly needed. Economics, too, show that the profession 
has high or even fair salaries for a very limited number. A dual or- 
ganization of the profession, into clerk and librarian, is indicated, 
with a possibility of transference from the lower to the higher grade. 
We hope to return to this vital subject. 


Librarianship to be held at Birmingham in August-September, under 
the auspices of the Library Association, in collaboration with the 
University of Birmingham. 
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Goodbye to all Bagmen 


By Sranuey SNAITH. 
Hanns up, those who agree with me that the bagman must go. For 
he is a knave, and we will have none of knaves. Like as wines, 
he lays other people’s eggs in the wrong nest; and, again like the 
cuckoo, “ go he must.” But he will not go until there is planted 

m his posterior a kick, a decisive kick, a kick unequiv in its 

ificance. “It was a juicy kick,” said David Blaize on a famous 
occasion. David, you have given me the adjeétive of adjedtives. 
This-article will, I trust, be a juicy kick at the bagman. And may I 
deliver it with my native gusto. 

The bagman is, of course, the remainder bookseller. Consider 
that word “ remainder.” How pregnant with implications it is. It 
brings with it a suggestion of the bones on the puppy’s post-prandial 
platter; or the dregs of last night’s vewe clicquot ; or } wand females 
who, owing to the imperfe& equipoise of the population, go inevitably 
and miserably unwooed. It suggests a process of diminution, a re- 
morseless beer a to the — le. That irreducible is the 
bagman’s stock-in-trade. Bagman, you chose your name as felicitously 
as any film star. I admire you for it. But you must go. I say you 
must 


Wherein lies the fiendish fascination he exercises over us ? Answer 
if you can. Certainly we dislike him. We bristle at his coming. We 
long to break free from his embrace, but cannot. He is strong, but 
not merciful. Do not make the mistake of believing that escape can 
be found in flight. He is inelu€table, omnipresent, a veritable Hound 
of Heaven. He will pursue you into your innermost chamber, like 
Menelaus in Brooke’s sonnet, and there wreak upon you his dastardly 
will. His weapon is curiosity: your own curiosity. You despise 
yourself for it, but you cannot resist a inside that Pandora’s 
portmanteau of his. And in a twinkling—with a a 
ish rapidity—he has your desk or table populous with his pedlery. 
Pray if you will. You are doomed. 

It is a marvellous stock-in-trade. The bagman exudes books as 
the spider, his half-cousin in villainy, exudes cocoon. There are bi 
books, little books, portly books, thin books. Books blue, black 
Bg of every colour, except that none of them is ever read. 

otebook in hand, he humbly or hailfellowwellmetly—in either case 
with a quite horrible impo —invites your examination of his 
wares. And, docile in the grip of this fascination, with Reason in full 
flight down the backstairs of the mind, you comply. You pick rs 
let us say, Lady Falsebridge’s account of her peregrinations among 
cannibals. Charming ; and the illustrations—though tending to the 
callipygian—are ing too. It will serve admirably for the 
adolescents and halfwits who form so strong an element in our clientele. 
Two copies, please. Follows Lord Buzzfuzz animadverting, through 
the medium of a literary “ ghost,” upon the ethics of the racecourse. 
One copy. Mr. Sobham’s aerial world-tour, complete with photo- 
_ Six copies. Miss Joan Triumph’s pulsating novel of the 

ient. Isn’t the cover a little too—? remove it at once to 
avoid comments from the committee. Four copies. Poems by... 
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no thank you. Mr. N. B. Good on trade unionism. Professor So-and- 
so’s remininscences, featherbrains on featherweight. Mr. Such-and- 
such’s epoch-making work on Ancient Greece. So they pass before 
the eyes, a spate, a floodtide of unfamiliar titles ; and when one o’clock 
comes, and a halt is called, the poor librarian is committed to the tune 
of forty or fifty or sixty pounds. Dick Turpin was a gentleman. 
Bagman, you must go. 

Do I exaggerate? I think not. But, once again, what is the 
fascination ? Is it that the bagman’s stock is so wonderful that it is 
indispensable to our equipment ? It is not that. There are books and 
books: the bagman’s are neither. They are simply what they call 
themselves—remainders. The unsaleable, the unwanted irreducible. 
It is as though they were branded ; as though, like Cain of old, they 
shunned their fellows. Outcasts, dereli&s, orphans of the storm. 
They invariably wear a dismal and decrepit down-at-heel look ; 
and never, when placed upon our shelves, do they consort and blend 
with their more mea. fellows. And this is not all. For, more 
often than not, they are worthless within as well as without. There 
are tions. Graves’s On English Poetry was a capital piece of work. 
So was Bax’s Inland Far. So was Hamilton’s Sou/ of Wit. Also there 
are often excellent art monographs which have been published at a 
prohibitive price—Messrs. Benn’s for example. But are excep- 
tions, and they are few and far between. Otherwise these remainders, 
these publishers’ sweepings, upon which we squander our precious 
money, are so much litter upon our shelves Pp. 
written, badly printed and badly bound. They are almost all out-of- 
date: born dead, they are now doubly and trebly dead. Then why do 
we buy them? Why do we yield to this seducer, this chicaner, this 
autokopros,* this bagman ? We yield because we are easily flattered, 
because we live 

Enthralled by the unconquerable delusion 
that the refuse will one day disclose gems, and because it tickles our 
self-conceit to persuade ourselves that we are getting quantitative value 
for our money. “ Good-morning Mr. Everyman,” says the bagman, 
and promptly empties our pockets. And the upshot is a serious im- 
poverishment of our income which leaves us unable to buy significant 
and current and necessary books. We cannot, some of us, buy 
Corbusier’s magnificent work, nor Design in Nature, nor even Fry’s 
fine seven oe We are condemned by our own folly to wait six 
months for Hoffmann’s Diaries and Belloc’s Richeliew in order to avail 
ourselves of copies which the somvean riche have had the privilege of 
soiling. Miserable penniless creatures that we are! For all our lofty 
talk and our roseate ideals we have not yet learned that a little money 
wisely _ is riches. Deny it if you dare. No librarian has a right 
to say that Corbusier is too expensive so long as he continues to 
patronise the . But sack the bagman, and new possibilities 
will open out. Come, you English librarians, square Ee shoulders, 
assert your independence, employ your intelligence. Kick the bagman 
down the steps, and his portmanteau after him. Sweep your shelves 
clear of Lady Falsebridge and Lord Buzzfuzz and their kidney. Purge! 


* See Joseph Andrews. 
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Purge ! There is not a library in the kingdom that would not be better 
for an emetic! Spend prodigally, but spend fruitfully. Remember 
Samuel Butler’s diétum: “ All progress is based upon a universal 
innate desire on the part of every organism to live beyond its income.” 
Buy the major books first: then, if you must have popular literature, 
let it be Sapper and Garstin and Linford, not pestilential refuse from 
the warehouses of—you know whom. The stock must be constantly 
vivified, not enfeebled ; enriched, not adulterated. Only in this way 
can organic and vital libraries be evolved. Bur first of all, as the essen- 
tial preliminary to peoasees, the bagman must go. Emphatically the 
bagman must go. and baggage. 


Sidelights on Staff-Training 


By Rosertr Parrripce, A.L.A. (Bermondsey Public Library). 


FLoGGINnG dead horses is never a profitable pastime, and preaching to 
the converted is equally futile. When I, therefore, raise the question 
of staff-training, it is with the firm conviction that there still exists a 
deal of apathy regarding this matter. Even in these days there are some 
library authorities who still look askance at the endeavours of the 
Education Committee of the Library Association; some, in faé, are 
not even roused from their torpid slumbers by the insistent clarion 
calls about them. The great god of indifference has touched their . 
eyelids with his wand, and they are snoring loudly in their beds. They 
can understand the personal advantages accruing to the assistant 
—— the requisite patience, Stamina, and intelligence to study 

¢ the professional examinations, but they cannot see how the pebble 
of effort thus begun sets up a series of recurring and ever-wideni 
circles on the surface of the waters of compensation. 

Perhaps intuition, an inborn “ canniness” for seeing things in 
their true perspective, the advice of a zealous senior or far-sighted 
parent, or a faithful attendance at the professional meetings, has 
provided the necessary — to many an assistant. But if his 
enthusiasm is chilled by cold stares from his “ chief,” or a mild in- 
difference on the part of the committee, he must be courageous indeed, 
or be filled with prophetic vision, to continue to aé in the face of 
such opposition. 

It is admitted that public libraries have now become officially 
recognised as forming part of the educational machinery of the country. 
The public will undoubtedly demand much more from the libraries, 
and incidentally the assistant, than ever before. It follows naturally 
that if we are not to disappoint the public in this respect, the staffs of 
our — libraries must be fully equal to the demands they will be 
asked to satisfy; in other words, they must be well educated and 
thoroughly trained assistants. 

Modern librarianship has taken upon itself numerous funétions 
not hitherto considered as coming within its scope, 8-5 le&tures, 
branch and travelling libraries, delivery stations, children’s libraries, 
etc., all of which require a much more educated and properly trained 
assistant than was the case in the earlier years of the library movement. 
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Well-trained assistants, by satisfying 

give greater prestige to yablie libraries. very pe y work is 
constantly being done it must interest not only the committees and local 
authorities responsible for it, but also the public who benefit 

from it. This is exaétly what is wanted. We want the public to become 
interested in us and our existence ; it is, in fact, our raison d’étre. 

Pe d to the p of : In libraries with trained 

obviously must be a greater -round efficiency. Where 
is chee In this case there is an all-round 
satisfaction, a series of inter-linked circles in fa, since the assistants 
are conscious that they are giving of their best and, in consequence, 
are really earning their salaries; the chief librarians are contented, 
because the work is being done in an efficient manner, and they 
naturally receive some of the lory ; the library committees have 
nothing but praise, since everything is working oniously ; the 
local authorities have no bone to pick with anyone, since they can see 
that everything is being done in the best interests of the ratepayers; 
and the ratepayers themselves are satisfied, for they are actually getting 
their “ money’s worth.” In addition they have the personal experiences 
of themselves, their friends and relations to support them, so that 
when the library authorities ask for a slight increase in the library rate 
in order to further their work of public service, this is usually granted 
ungrudgingly. 

Regarding the attitude the library authority should ro ae in place 
of a cold impartial one, from what has been said it is fairly obvious 
that the library derives as much benefit from its trained as do the 
trained assistants in the shape of extra emoluments. But it has been 
argued that, in many cases where assistants have been oe to 
Study, many have done so and have then quitted their posts for higher 
ones in other libraries, causing a disting fo oss of their best assistants, 
and a consequent disgruntled attitude towards certification. The 
obvious remedy is, of course, to offer them salaries commensurate 
with their qualifications ; the rate limit having been abolished there 
is mo reason why this could not be done. 

Even in its own interests, therefore, a library authority would 
be well advised, for the reasons given above, to offer the assistant 
every opportunity for increasing his educational and technical know- 
ledge and ability. Librarians must use the persuasive powers of a 
Mephistopheles and the rhetoric of a Cicero to get their committees 
to see matters in this light. It is equally the duty of the assistant to 
avail himself of this offer and, by turning every scrap of knowledge 
acquired to the improvement of his library’s service, 2 ge himself 
morally and financially worthy of officiating at the of public 


Mr. A. E. Baker, of Taunton, informs us oy edieed bp 
Concordance to Tennyson’s The Devil and the Lady, edited 

grandson, Charles Tennyson, as a Supplement to his Concenhentl 
to the Works of Tennyson, in work is to 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 


Critics oF Crrrics. 

It is a curious circumstance that my allusion to your recent devo- 
tion to a particular poem and a particular musical composition should 
have so inspired both you and our new correspondent, Saphenes, to 
argue on literature and music past and — Alas for all your hopes 
and criticisms: the man is not yet born who can predi& the im- 
mortality or otherwise of any one work of art. We can say only that it 
or to us, or does not; and even Matthew Arnold—who appears 
to be your ideal critic (and indeed he rested his opinions on learning 
and a philosophy)—could do little more. How he erred, for example, 
over §relley. So we can leave the matter surely without further ado, 
except to point the moral in — to the recent criticism of literature 
which was so neatly drawn in the last issue of THe Lrsrary Worip by 


Mr. Eric R. McCorvin, 
who, I am glad to see, is following his older brother Lionel in the use 
of his pen. Reviewers do sot give librarians the information they 
want, except in small measure. The format, enduring (or other) 
physical qualities, relative position, and morality of books are what 
the modern reviewer does not tell us about, save rarely. One of the 
real needs of the librarian of to-day—especially those of us who 
work in small libraries, as Mr. Savage has pointed out in in his paper 
in the March L.A. Record—is “a periodical list of seleGted books 
for county, small and medium-sized libraries”; that is to say, a 
warranted basal list for most of us. It will not save us the bother (or 
pleasure, according to our point of view) of reading reviews, but it 
will tend to adjust or strengthen our judgment. 

A certain virility is coming into our correspondence, which I 
welcome, but Saphenes should not use the ordinary cliches of contro- 
versy when he happens to disagree with you—or me ; he certainly will 
disagree with me in much—so far, for example, as to attribute to you 
“a curious mental twist.” That is too trite. If you had sot a curious 
mental twist you would not vouchsafe such time and thought as you 
possess to the writing of such letters as these ; you would sit at ease 
— feeble efforts—as most librarians say they do. 


THE QUESTION 
when, in commenting on his bug-bear, the Net Books A, - 
he says that there are varieties of yar -pipes and tram-rails. I suppose 


there are, but they are not produced or sold in the individual manner 
in which books are sold. He asks when librarians became censors of 
business morals ? And I reply—for you, I hope—that every honest 
man is naturally a censor Stine transactions of any kind, if he is a 
good citizen. Friend Saphenes, the very question is another of those 
cliches which I would have you avoid. The N.B.A., however, will 
never be exhausted as a subjeé of discussion so long as it exists, be- 
cause it is so patently framed in the main in the interests of booksellers ; 
but I do agree with you that if we accept it we must honour our agree- 
ment. Although I find myself 
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Ar VARIANCE WITH SAPHENES 

in his supposition that there is any relation between book-bu and 
the ordinary contractual purchases of a local authority, I oe one 
with him in wanting a better bargain, and I can have that opinion 
without failing in my appreciation of the gains Mr. Doubleday made 
for us when he such an agreement as we have. The fallacy 
of those who support the N.B.A. uncritically is to suppose that they 
get a ten per cent. rebate on their purchases. The exclusions and 
would a ten per cent. without exceptions, but less is 
less than we ought to be satisfied with. 

When I read in THe Lrsrary Wortp the letters that passed 


between 
Mr. SAVAGE AND THE TOWN CLERK 


of Stoke Newington my feelings were acutely divided between 
admiration for the dialectics of the Hon. Secretary and my sad dis- ! 
proval of the new kind of courtesy they, and especially the last letter, f 
isplayed. The cards were entirely in Mr. Savage’s hands. He } 
reiterated his devastating question, “ In what way has Stoke Newing- } 
ton been disadvantaged by the N.B.A.?” knowing, of course, that any 
effe&tive answer might implicate some bookseller or other. He did . 
not get an answer ; and he should have rejoined to the Town Clerk’s ? 
final letter that the objeétions made were not sufficiently specific for 
the Council to deliberate upon. He went so much further than that! 

But why were these letters written at all? The new byelaws of 
the Association define the position of the Honorary Secretary quite 
clearly. He is not the official correspondent of the L.A., which has 
its own highly-skilled permanent for that Pe . One of 
the main aims of the new byelaws was to prevent ominance and 
diGation of any one person in the L.A., and in the achievement of 
that aim Mr. Savage was as determined as anyone. Frankly, Mr. 
Savage, as one of your most consistent admirers, one who realizes how 
your hon. secretaryship has opened the floodgates of effort in the L.A. 
as never before in years, and one who knows what a judicial mind you 
can bring to most matters—as a member of the L.A. I do not like 1 
such correspondence to pass on my behalf. It was on our behalf 

erally, wasn’t it? But a Town Clerk, even when he has a bad case, 
P catisied to respe& of some kind, and you must admit that you did 
not keep your temper; nor, I say it under possibility of correétion, 
did you confine yourself to the office laid down for you—and an 
honourable one it is |—in our byelaws. 

Well, Eratosthenes, this letter is pursuing windings of its own 
and does not seem to be aimed at your address altogether. To move 
from a large subje& to a small one, Kallikrates, who rarely writes to 
to the abolition of 

Lrprary Fines— 
at this late hour! J. D. Brown, of sacred memory, would not have | 
charged such things (so says his Manual), but he levied them (or his n 
Committee did) at Islington. Pour moi, I am a complete reaétionary 
librarians, even amongst themselves, are bad disciplinarians. * 


4 

| | 


When 
RE-STOCKING or RE-ORGANIZING 
Your Library 
Do not fail to send for a copy of 
the new 158 page 


R.T.S. GENERAL CATALOGUE 


With Full Index under Title and Author. 
You will find it invaluable. 


SOME OF THE SUBJECT SECTIONS: 


ARCHEOLOGICAL AND GENERAL SERMONS, ADDRESSES, 
HISTORICAL, LITERATURE. AND TALKs. 

Art VoLUMEs. Nature Books. ADULT Fiction. 

Brstes, CONCORDANCES. PICTURES. ANNUALS. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. Scuoot Books. Story Books. 


SEND a PosTCARD FoR A TO 


The Publisher, 4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4 


Ba 


G. BLUNT & SONS LTD. 


A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN REBINDING 


A FACSIMILE OF 
THE ORIGINAL PUBLISHERS’ BINDINGS 
in 
the last nine 


The bindings are in Winterbottom’s fast finish | Morocco Cloth, 
er Special Buckrams, to match the Original Publishers’ Bindings, 
using the original biecks, with Split Grey Miliboards, Guarded every 
leaf with our Improved Serrated Edge Bank Guards, and sewn on four 
tapes. The appearance of Publisners’ will be pre- 
served and the variety will add to the attractivenes of your shelves. 


Please preserve the lists sent for reference. Additional Lists will 
follow pericdically. 


NORTH ACTON ROAD, HARLESDEN, LONDON, N.W.10 
TuuapHonss: WILLESDEN 7411 & 7412 
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arguments can be brought against the infliftion of a penny a week or 
to obey? Fines bring a substantial revenue to some libraries; and 
why not, if they are levied with discretion ? Defaulters in their social 
obligations should contribute to the community they may be incon- 
veniencing by their carelessness or indifference. I thus define the faults, 
because I am at one with Kallikrates in su ing that we should not 
fine, even in the trivial way in which we do fine, those whom illness or 
snowdrifts on the road to the library have detained. Too often, though, 
books are detained because of laziness or forgetfulness and a little 
want of energy coupled with the reflection, “After all, I shall only 
have a penny to pay!” There repose on many private shelves library 
books which their borrowers found dull on the day of borrowing, 
put aside and forgot until an overdue notice arrived. Are we to com- 
passionate such people ? The old cry that to fine is to infli& hardship 
on the poor is absurd to-day. Even children have thrice the money 
—or more—that children had before the War. Discipline is necessary, 
and my view is, “ keep the rules or pay.” There is too much senti- 
mentality creeping into our work as one result of the wholly laudable 
desire to open our arms and shelves to everyone. 
Saphenes complains that the 
L.A. Recorp 

“becomes more and more remote from us.” Who are as? The 
March number, which may or may not have provoked his criticism, 
deserves all the kindly things about it which Saphenes utters ; but I 
am in no ways concerned to Slefend so doughty a fighter as Mr. Esdaile. 
What is it Saphenes wants? We are to have News-Letters for all 
Branch Associations, so sews is not exactly the future or even the present 
province of the Record. Technical articles are certainly rare, but who 
reads ’em when they are written? Are not municipal librarians—I take 
it Saphenes pleads for them—interested in a programme for the 
Library Association, in the Osler Catalogue, even in the excellent 
article by Mr. G. Ellis Flack on university library finance? I am, anyway. 
I love all libraries. Look at the beautiful illustrations of the Cambridge 


University Library and the interesting ones of Hendon; the notes 
and comments ; reviews ; and the analyses of periodical professional 
literature, especially the astonishingly useful foreign summaries. The 
Record is a joy now-a-days ; it is neither remote nor repellent. 
I want to say a word about 
HENDON, 


facade as pi in the Record. I think a fine design has been spoiled 
by the stone excrescences in the shape of apparently funerary urns 
which overweight the front windows. Hendon library is not a ceme- 
tery of books and we do not need these (apparent, 1 say) symbols of 
mortality. The main door, too, is truncated by a sort of mantelpiece 
lintel, carrying what ap to be a nursery fire-guard; and the 
beautiful el lines from ground to roof cornice are therefore 
ruined. As for the interior: it is ordinary, except that one of the very 
best rooms is labelled “ filing room.” Saphenes is still looking for 4 
library paradise in London and finds it not. Nor doI. But Hendon 
has a new library, Mitcham is to have one, Lambeth has completely 
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Croydon has Started on a new branch, Bethnal Green has outshone in~. 
adtivity any provincial library of like size. They haven’t got Gordon 
Cenig decocations yet, but seally these is something in London ei 
if only our friend had eyes to see it. 


Vale ! 
CALLIMACHUS. 
We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of — 
Lerrers ON Our AFrairs.”—Editor, THe Lisrary Wor .p.]} 


The Library Association 
SUMMER SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 
To be held at CHANCELLOR’s HALL, BirMINGHAM, AUGUST 25TH to 


SEPTEMBER 6TH, 1930, under the auspices of the Lisrary AssOcIATION, 
in collaboration with the UNIversiIry OF BIRMINGHAM. 


12 to 12.45 
os, Inaugural Address 


-. Small Libraries 
“* Dr. Johnson and his Circle’ Palaeography 
ohnson and his Circle” and special libraries 


y Library Ong 
Friday 
To be arranged 
During afternoons visits will be organised to libraries of different 
types, and there will be praétical demonstrations at bookbinding, 
printing and process printing establishments. 
Visits to Coventry, Kenilworth, Leamington, Warwick, Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, Worcester and Lichfield will also be organised. 
Public Meetings will be held on the Wednesday evenings. 
Students from all parts of the country will be welcomed. The use. 
of Chancellor’s Hall, the University Men’s Hall of Residence, has been 
secured. It is situated at ~— Road, Edgbaston, and has accom- 
modation for 100 persons. grounds contain tennis courts, etc. 
The inclusive terms here will be £3 3s. per head per week. Tuition 
fees will be as follows :— 
158. for the two weeks, 
10s. for one week, 
_ OF 28. per day. 


Application should be made as soon as possible to the H 
nt nema Mr. L. Chubb, Public Reference Library, i 
Place, Birming! 
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Personal News 


Aan TuHompson to be a Senior Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries. 
Formerly znd Senior Assistant, York. Member: A.A.L., and 
N.A.L.G.O. Possesses five certificates of the Library Association. 


Notes 


Tuere will be a Conference of Librarians in Wales and Monmouthshire 
at Aberystwyth, June 12th and 13th. 

Dublin University College is to hold a Summer Library School 
at the end of July. 

The Editor of the L.A. Record makes history in a way with a 
review (of Stephen Gaselee’s Oxford Book of Mediaeval Latin Verse) 
in Latin rhyme. 

The suggestion made in The Library Association Record that an 
excursion to America should be taken in the coming summer will 
not be allowed to drop, we hope. It is possible that not many will 
be able to go this year, but if only a beginning is made there will be 
increased numbers in future years. The modern British librarian has 
been brought up in an atmosphere of envious appreciation of his 
American colleagues, and the visits made by British librarians in 
recent years have been useful, even if some of our envoys have some- 
times been dazzled by the scale of the libraries over there so much 
that they have been tempted to depreciate their own country’s libraries. 
This wrong attitude would be dispelled if librarians in numbers 
visited America. Nearer relations with America every good English- 
man desires, more understanding, stronger mutual friendship and the 
recognition that both countries can give something to each other. 
They will lead British librarians to a view that American text books 
are not very wordy much-ados about nothing, and on the other hand 
may lead American librarians to avoid such notes as we read in the last 
book from the States—‘“ although an English book, it is useful, etc.” 
We still remain far too insular, but we also sometimes feel that our 
brethren on the other side of the water are in librarianship too close 
adherents to the Monroe do@rine. As Dr. Locke said at Edinburgh, 
“ there are many Americas,” and these visits will help us to under- 
Stand some of them. 


The Annual Meeting of the Scottish Library Association is to be 
held in Dumfries on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 2oth-21st. Those 
who intend to be present at the Meeting should notify the Hon. 

not later than May 17th. An Address will be given by 
Colonel J. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., M.C., M.A., at the Conference, on 
“ Scottish Public Libraries under the New Regime,” and Mr. G. W. 
Shirley, Librarian, Dumfries Public Library, will read a Paper on 
“ William Ewart.” <A party will be conducted round the Burgh, 
visiting Burns’ House and Mausoleum, and there will be an excursion 


to Sweetheart Abbey and Douglas Hall. 
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Library Topics 


[The Editor of Tre Lrsrary Worup would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Intereft relating to their Libraries 
inclusion in these columns. Matter should the Editorial 
not later than the firft day of each month.] 


Bath 

A useful list of annuals, year books, direftories, and periodicals 
available in the Reference Department has been issued by the Bath 
Municipal Libraries Committee. 
Bedfordshire 

A first of a new series of Readers’ Guides issued by the Bedford- 
shire County Library is called “On the Continent,” and lists the travel 
books in the library according to the Dewey Decimal Classification. 


Bermondsey 
The useful little Guide to the Public Libraries has proved so 
valuable that a second edition has been called for. 


Bethnal Green 

Bethnal Green Public Libraries have just issued “ A Catalogue of © 
the Books added to the Adult and Reference Libraries which were 
published during 1929.” Arranged alphabetically under authors and 
subjets, and handsomely produced, it is an excellent pennyworth. 


Chelmsford 

We have just seen the conditions of the architeCtural ition 
for the library at Chelmsford, and from the care with which every 
point has been mentioned we look forward to a handsome building. 


Chorley 
This Library has issued a Classified List of Non-Fiction Books 
= since January, 1929. Library statistics are included at the end 

the list. 


Coventry 

The Coventry Bookshelf for May-June contains an obituary of the 
Poet-Laureate, an interesting notice of the Coventry Museum and a 
seleé& list of books on local government in England and other countries. 
This is a most workmanlike prodution. 


Croydon 

An instance of a successful junior library is that at Uppzr Nor- 
woop. In a very small combined reading room, reference library, 
and lending department, the whole of which is contained in a space of 
about 20 ft. by 18 ft., about 1,500 children have used and borrowed 
45,000 volumes in the past year. This room was obtained by the 
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division of a part of the adult reference library, which was rather 
larger than was needed, by means of a glazed screen which can be moved 
if necessary. The reference library can be merged into the junior 
library by the removal of this screen, whenever it is necessary, for 
leftures ; and the Upper Norwood Library furnishes an interesting 
example of the fullest and most produétive use of limited space. 


Fulham 

The most important feature in the April-June Reader’s Guide is a 
detailed list of books on the War, extending to six-and-a-half pages, 
compiled by Mr. J. L. Gilliam, Librarian-in-Charge, South Library. 


King’s Lynn 
The Readers’ Quarterly includes a Health Week, with an excellent 
motto : “‘ Don’t study sickness—étudy health,” and in this conneéion 
= a valuable list of works under Public Health, Personal Health, 
ild Welfare, Food, Nursing, and Physical Training. There is a 
list of recent additions to the Lending and an article 
y G. H. Anderson on “ St. George’s Gild Hall.” 


Lancaster 

The Spring Exhibition at the Art Gallery comprises the 
Portraiture, Commercial and Technical, and Piétorial séétions of the 
Annual Exhibition of British Photography by Members of the Pro- 
fessional Photographers’ Association, together with a selection of 
work by Members of the Lancashire and Distri& Centre of the P.P.A., 
specially colleéted and —— for this Exhibition, making a total of 
400 examples of professional work from various parts of the United 
Kingdom. 

colleé&tion of camera art. The exhibits in the Portraiture Class, which 
includes some beautiful child studies, are of a very high standard and 
indicate that a good photographer, in addition to being an expert in 
the technicalities of his profession, must also be a student of character 
to secure the charatteristic pose of his sitters. The exhibits represent 
the present-day attainment of professional practice, and are varied in 
Style, size and subje& matter. The Exhibition is of real educational 
value, and attractive as an expression of pictorial art to the og 
public, and also shows the value of professional photography for 
scientific and industrial purposes. 

The private view and official opening of the Exhibition took place 
on April 4th in the presence of a large number of invited guests. 
Alderman E. C. Parr, J.P. (Chairman of the Committee) presided, and 
His Worship the Mayor of Lancaster (Councillor T. Till, J.P.) declared 
the Exhibition open. Mr. T. Lee Syms, J.P., F.R.P.S., gave a mos 
interesting address on “ Artistic Photography,” and among others 
taking part in the ceremony were Alderman J. R. Nuttall, J.P., 
F.R.Hist.S., Messrs. G. N. Futcher (National President, P.P.A.), T. 

. Helme, J.P., M.A., and G. Wynspear Herbert (President, Lancs. 


This is the seventh Exhibition promoted and organised by the 
Borough Librarian and Curator (Mr. G. M. Bland, F.R.G.S.) since 
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the inception of the Art Exhibitions Scheme in 1925. The people of 
Lancaster and distri&, by their attendance and interest in the Art 


Exhibitions already held, are certainl their appreciation of 
its Curator. 
Leeds 


The April Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin gives a list of 
Fairs and Wakes in the West Riding. 
Leicester 

The April number of the Leicefler Museum, Art Gallery and Library 
Balletin gives a useful list of additions. The long awaited extension 


made for the ing ceremony, on May 17th, which is to be per- 
formed by Hamworth, Master of the Rolls. 
on 


The progress of the Public Libraries during the year April, 1929 
<i sak has been gratifying. For the first time in the i 
of the service the sanael teeun has exceeded half-a-million books— 
five hundred and twenty-nine thousand, two hundred and seventy- 
four, to be exa&t. This is of course, a record, and an increase of one 
hundred and seventeen thousand over last year, 1928-1929, and one 
hundred and sixty thousand over the year 1927-28. 

The increased issue has been general and not confined to one 
library, although most marked at the Central Library, where sixty 
thousand or 46 per cent. more books were issued during 1929-30 than in 
1928-29, and 65.6 per cent. more than in 1927-1928. Both Lea Bridge 
and Leytonstone record issues of one hundred and sixty-seven thousand, 
23 per cent. and 20 per cent. increase respectively on last year’s figures. 
On an average two thousand, one hundred and forty-nine books were 
issued each service day from the libraries, as compared with one 
thousand, seven hundred and twenty-five last financial year; one 
thousand, five hundred and fifty-one the year before. 

It is interesting to note that one hundred and one thousand 
non-fidion works were borrowed, an increase of forty thousand on 
the previous year, and gratifying to find that it is in this class that the 
biggest percentage increase has taken place. For while fiction increased 
by 31 per cent. and juvenile fiction by 4.5 per cent.,non-fidion shows a 
63 per cent. increase. 

During the year a thousand, one hundred and six 
tickets were applied for by fifteen thousand, six hundred and seven 
members of the public, an increase of four thousand, nine hundred 
and fifty-four on the last year. Of this twenty-one thousand tickets, 
five thousand, four hundred and ninty-nine (increase one thousand, 
seven hundred and fifty-four) were supplementary tickets, the use 
of which is confined to works of non-fiction. 12 

wed on an average 34 volumes each during the year. 

Seven thousand and ten new books were added to the stocks, 
and there are now thirty-nine thousand, seven hundred and er 
volumes in the lending libraries. A count taken on the night of April 
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Re gan aap of the borrowers. That is, 37 per cent. of 
the lending stock was on loan. 

This indicates that the type of book which meets with public 
approval is being increasingly provided, and that the aim of the Com- 
mittee to circulate and not Store its stock of books is much nearer 
attainment. 

Liverpool 

A new children’s department with the jolly title “ No. 1, Joy 
Street,” was opened at the Edge Hill Branch of the Liverpool Publi 
Libraries on March 21st, by Mr. M. Cory Dixon, Chairman of the 
Libraries Committee. The opening ceremony was attended by the 
Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress, Sir Frederick Bowring and Mr. 
J. H. Hayes, M.P. The building was designed by Mr. A. D. Jenkins, 
the City Land Steward, with the assistance of the Chief Librarian. 

A useful list of books on “ Mothercraft ” has been issued by the 
Libraries Committee. Why is it not arranged in any special order ? 
London 

Economic Science contains a Bibliography on Road and Rail Transport 
(Competition and Co-ordination). 


Manchester 

From Manchester comes what is undoubtedly the best produced 
of all Public Library Staff Club Bulletins—The befter Librarian. 
All we wish is that it was more frequent. The April issue has an inter- 
esting note on Black Letter Ballads. 


Norwich 
The Norwich Reader’s Guide for April-June has a special Catalogue 
and Memoir of Dr. A. H. Mann, a benefactor of the li . 
Nottingham 
The Public Libraries Committee have recommended that the 
Central Library be extended at a total cost of £21,482. The new 
premises would include an entirely new open access lending library 
on the ground floor, an extension of the Reference Library, a Reading 
Hall, and store rooms, bindery, staff rooms, etc. 


Paddington 

On Saturday, April sth, the new Public Library was by 
the Mayor and Mayoress of Paddington. The accommodation of 
the library is as follows: Lending Department: 38 ft. by 38 ft., shelf 
accommodation 14,000 volumes. The steel shelving by W. Lucy & Co., 
Ltd., Oxford. Junior Library: 38 ft. by 22 ft., shelf accommodation 
3,800 volumes. Reading tables, with sixteen rs and study 
tables for twelve readers. Reading Rooms: 40 ft. by 24 ft., provision 
for thirty-six 2 smart and stands for twelve newspapers; quick 
reference collection; dire€tory Stand and magazine rack. The furniture 
and fittings were supplied by the Educational Supply Association, 
Ltd. The architeés were H. Shepherd and H. A. eae. and the 
contraGors The Western Construction Co., Ltd. 
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Sheffield 

Books and Readers for March contains a su » * The 
Literature of Music,” by Prof. F. H. Shera, M.A., Mus.M., F.R.C.O., 
with an excellent list of books. 

On January 14th the Ministry of Health sanGioned the loan of 
£4,500 for the ere&tion of a small branch at Woodhouse, and building 
operations were begun on February roth. 

Final plans for the new Central Library at Sheffield have been 
approved by the City Council and tenders invited for the erection of 
the building. The revised plans show some important variations, 
both in elevation and arrangement, from those originally designed. 
Study cubicles and an Information Office have been added and the 
two floors devoted to central administration offices and staff rooms 
have been entirely re-arranged to meet natural lighting difficulties. 

As the site is ially occupied by the two existing Central 
Library buildings, the plans for the erection include the transfer to 
temporary premises of the services housed in the Reference Library 
building. A contra& has been placed for the demolition of this build- 
ing to release half the site. When as much as possible of the new 
building is completed, the whole of the central services will be trans- 
ferred to it, and the second building demolished. The services will 
be re-distributed when the whole building is completed. The transfer 
of the Reference Library services was commenced on April 25th, and 
the excavation of the site will probably be begun in September. It is 
estimated that the construction, including the transfers, will take four 
years to complete. 


Sunderland 

i the Sunderland Art Gallery held a special exhibition 
of the Works of Richard Jack, R.A., a native of Sunderland. 
Westhoughton 

The Westhoughton Public Library has just been re-organised on 
the open-access system. The total stock of books is now 13,000, and 
over 2,000 books were issued during the first week the library was 


open on the new system. 


Reports 
Hove Public Library, Museum and Art .—37th Annual Report, 
1929. Population, 50,497. Laébrarian Curator, John William i 


Lister. Stock: Lending, 29,603; Reference, 15,562. Additions, 
2,218. Withdrawals, 784. Issues: Lending, 185,737; Reference, 
14,832. Open shelves, 42,466; Juvenile, 33,792. Borrowers: 
Adult, 7,165 ; Children, 1,912. 

The remarkable progress shown during recent has been well maintained. 
Books devoted to Sociology, Natural Science, Useful Arts, Literature and History 
Sova the The development of the Museum as a 
Fine Art Museum has increased the popularity of the fine arts seétion of the li . 
Half-hour Stories to children have become more popular than ever. Many gi 
MSS. and books, including eight pee The Museum and 

Gal a a year of great activity SUCCESS ; y 18,000 
incheding TL the Queen, visiting it in that period. The Report contains 
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Port Exizasetu Public Library.—81st Annual 
lation, 35,000. Librarian, Fred. W. Cooper. 
Additions, 2,072. Withdrawals, 516. Issues, onion” 
2,514. Subscriptions, £2,703. 

pe i. to note that closed wi 

interest in the Library. are earnestly desirous of 

ts m ° 

to extend the scope of. the of Libary in the direé&tion 

habit among the younger generation 

Toronto Public Library. —46th Annual 
served, 606,370. Chief Librarian, Geor, LL.D. 
Stock: Lending, 327,560; Reference including MSS.), 115,738; 
Downtown Reference, 2,785 ; Settlement Libraries, 7,617 ; Patents, 
14,213; Reserve Stock, 36,564. Additions, 58,949. Withdrawals, 
23,235. Issues: Lending, 2,338,884 (fiction 1,319,870); Reference, - 
229,529. Borrowers registered during the year (registration period 

3 years), 34,401. Total number of registered readers, 211,555. 


Raw es, 15. 

C. R. Sanderson, B.Sc., to fill the Both the 
of the Committee and the Chief Librarian record their pleasure at securing the 
services of Mr. Sanderson, who has, apparently, settled comfortably in his new 
sphere of action. The new Danforth Branch is proving its usefulness although it 
has only been working fora few months. The Reference Library extension has not 
made the progress that was anticipated owing, partly, to its being a rather compli- 
and in working order 


cated Structure. It is » however, to have it 
some time this month. g the year the Libraries AG has-been amended by 


empowering the City Council to increase the library rate up to $1.00 per capita, and 
all the Libraries in the Province will benefit thereby. The majority of the Branch 
Libraries are appealing for more books to meet the greater demands being made 


upon them, but in almost every inStance lack of accommodation prevents the stocks 
reatly increased. Among the many ative branches of extension work 


from being 
ing carried out by the Libraries, that of The Art Chub and The Dramatic Club 
oa for special mention. Each of the Divisional Librarians report efficient service 


and Steady progress. 


Book-Selection Guide 
A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 

Craske (M. Edith) Sister India. One Solution of the Problems of 
“Mother India.” Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 108. London, 
Religious Traé& Society, 1930. 3s. 6d. net 
A further plea for the better conditions, greater freedom and more under- 

Standing care in the lives and development of the women in India. 

Hepces (R. Y.) and Wivrersorrom (Allan) The Legal History of 
Trade Unionism. 8vo, cloth, pp. xx., 170. London, Longmans, 
1930. 7s. 6d. net 
The importance of this work lies in the fac that it is a history of Trade Unions 

nen cg It should appeal to everyone interested in the growth 


Cassnee (Herbert 'N.) Your Memory. How to Remember and Forget. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 136. London, Efficiency Magazine, (1930). 
5S. net. 
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wfneea forgetting. memory, 8a not be a 


table 


asinine’ Modern Sunlight. Foreword by Sir Oliver Lodge. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, » Pe. 322. London, Murray, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 
imporanee of sunlight on grow the latest dis- 
coveries concerning tance of sunlight on growth and Chapters 
4 iological ation of light, and technical uses of ult 

, and the book contains an appeal for the propagation 
of know: the 


Pink (E. N.) The Eleétric and Magnetic Circuits. Alternating Current 
and Dire& Current. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 124. 
London, Pitman, 1920. 3s. 6d. net. 

A book written for Students who alread a working knowledge of 
EleBricity and Magnetism and all chove who ate fnterefted in the of Blestrical 
Engineering. 

RapHak (F. Charles) The Ele&ric Wii of Buildings. Tilustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 258. London, Pitman, 1930. tos. 6d. net. 
tbc aly in the popes." He delve lucia and carly wth 

contributed articles in the —— He deals very lucidly and clearly with 

every phase of electrical wiring, various problems and difficulties that arise, and 
and wiremen. 

PLUMBING AND GasFitTiInGc. A Complete Work by Praétical S 
ists describing Modern Praétice in the work of the Plumber and 
Gasfitter. Edited by Percy Manser. Volume IV., pp. viii., 
784-1036; Volume V., pp. 1039-1291. Cr. 8vo, cloth. London, 
Pitman, 1930. 6s. net per vol. 

Volume IV. of this well-kno rk deals with drainage and a es 
workshop Gad pipes, and service laying. Vol 
contains sections on gas pressures and discharges, the 7 of the subje, 
including the use of instruments, and measurement, quantities and costing, etc., 
for estimating purposes. 

Hotes (John Haynes) Palestine To-day and To-morrow. A Gentile’s 
Survey of Zionism. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 271. London, Allen 
and Unwin, 1930. tos. net. 

A first-hand Study of the Zionist movement in Palestine. The author deals 
very fully with the happenings and achievements of the Jews in Palestine during 


the last half-century, the ideas and ideals of Zionism, and gives some interesting 
dealing with the Amab-Jewish situation’ and the English Mandate in 


Forma (2. Francis) Joyous Pilgrimage. Being the Chronicle of a 
Strange Journey. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 254. London, Mathews 
and Marrot, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 
companion on a Spring pilgrimage through England. 
KLICKMANN (Flora) Flower-Patch Neighbours. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 318. London, Religious Tra& Society, 1930 edition. 
s. 6d. net. 
p t of Flora Klickmann’s charming essays now issued in a cheap edition. 
Baker (Ernest A.) The History of the lish Novel. Intelleétual 
Realism : from Richardson to Sterne. ; ime 8vo, cloth, pp. 298. 
London, Witherby, 1930. 16s. net. 


In this, the fourth volume of his monumental work, Dr. Baker deals with what 
in the history of the English novel. Com- 


mencing with Richardson he us right through the epoch embracing Fielding 
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and Smollett, concluding this volume with the writings of Sterne. As usual, 
Baker deals with his in his own inimitable style. A tid caning Ea 
is furnished, and we loo! tak 

Barnarp (E. A. B.) New Links with Shakespeare. Illustrated. 4to, 
cloth, pp. xiv., 135. Cambridge University Press, 1930. . 6d. 
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particulars 
and his Colle&tions of interest 
Durnrorp (H. G.) The Tunnellers of Holzminden. (With a side- 
issue). Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 
= oc on University Press, 1930. 6s. net. 


only ‘sig 
anonymous 


Tue Private Lerrer-Booxs or Str WALTER Scorr. SeleBtions from 
the Abbotsford Manuscripts. With a Letter to the Reader from 
Hugh Walpole. Edited by Wilfred Partington. Illustrated. 


8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 397. London, Hodder, 1930. 
It is good for posterity when great men and especially great authors 
career. It is better still when these colleCtions are kept in the country to which they 
belong. When Mr. Hugh Walpole, at his last (up to now) visit to a sale 
for preservation, and, further, when he announced that their first destination 


Cowett (Henry) New Musical Resources. 8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 144. 

London, Knopf, 1930. 8s. 6d. net. 

Seen An interesting book for the student as well as the musical 

; De Bratu (Stanley) The Drama of Europe, or The Soul of History. 


8vo, cloth, pp. 220. London, Stockwell, (1930). 


The history of mankind from the what born, 
rom reco: t uStrates 


why he suffers, y* how he dies ma 
parts of the drama of life in a popular manner, showing that history is the — 
, and indicating some of the present factors of change. 


cation of charaéte: 
book for the student and well worth the attention of the average reader. 


Tomson (George Malcolm) A Short History of Scotland. From the 
Earliest Times to the Outbreak of the Great War. With four 
maps. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 318. London, Kegan Paul, 1903. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The author has a distinctive and attractive Style which turns history into the 
most entertaining of reading. Here is a volume which, 


to cover, fulfils admirably its purpose of laying before the reader a concise 
The seétion on Modern Scotland is particularly 
well worth noting. 
Bucky (Eric Rede) The Prisoner of Vincennes. The 
Mirabeau: Spendthrift, Profligate and Prisoner 
8vo, cloth, pp. 224. London, pang. 1930. 10s. 6d. net. 
An interesting biography, written in a telling and interesting style, of a famous 


net. 

* throwing much aétual new light on himself, but certainly giving some 

7 should be the National Library of Scotland, he saved a collection of national and 
literary importance. The present volume is an admirable selection of the more 
important items which have been well annotated and explained by the Editor. 

— 
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Oxpen (Rudolf) Streseman. Translated by R. T. Clark. Illustrated. 
8vo, cloth, pp. x., 226. . Methuen, 1930. 10s. 6d. net. 
Herr Olden writes as an admirer deeply sensible of what Stresemann’s loss 


Kincs, Courts AND Socrery. Recolleétions of a Veteran. Illustrated. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 288. hasten, Jarrolds, 1930. 18s. net. 

most of chem famous in the Vis 
omen, pane Oe pages and pro’ anecdotes and romance enough 


FICTION. 


Anonrmous. Waac. The Woman’s Story of the War. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 250. London, Werner Laurie, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 


There are passages in this book which certainly make it wiser for the author to 
oe sae. Nor do we quite approve of this mixture of war and sex 


tm Best Derecrive Srortes OF THE YEAR. 1929. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp- 448. London, Faber, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 


A well-chosen seleétion which shows the variety of ways 
deteftive Story may be written. Nineteen authors, all of them excelling in this 
of tale, are here represented. 


Conqusst (Joan) The Sale. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 254. London, Werner 
7s. 6d. net 
of twins, divided at birth, united in death and sacrifice. A 


Deane (Donald) The Fifth bog oll Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 336. Londen 
Hamilton, (1930). 7s. 6d 


The m ofthe fh tips succesfully to th end ofthe book, ad 
is only di when a plot about murder, gambling and hidden treasure is un- 


Doé&or Mephisto. Translated by Arthur 
Chambers 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, Hutchinson, 
1930. 7S. -. 
A thriller brimful of excitement adventures, with an interesting problem 

MarsHatu (Ian) The Vengeance of Kali. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 
London, 1930. 78s. 6d. net. 

A gripping Story of myStery, murder and intrigue, unravelled in masterly and 
clever manner. 

Putts (W. Burnard) The World’s Coarse Thumb. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 320. London, Mathews and Marrot, 1930. 7s. 6d. net 

“He deals with the hopes and ambitions apd lear 

wy he should be in a position 

innermost thoughts of thousands of “‘ Dennis Harveys” who gave of their best for 
king and country. 

Prerce (Frank Richardson) Spruce Valley. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 
London, Nelson, 1930. 7s. 6d. net 


Remnant (Richard) At the Back o’ Beyond. Being the Adventures 
of Captain Reginald. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, Chambers, 


Stresemann’s personality 
done. 
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1930. 78. 6d. net. 
An extrao of wild adventures in the jungles of Upper Burmah and 
the Western Ghats. and rebel attacks are among 
the incidents in this exciting narrative. 
Rrrcnre (Alice) Occupied Territory. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 240. London, 


Hogarth Press, 1930. 7s. 6d. net 
A war book which f 


served and the women who did not. It is refreshing to note that the author, unlike 
“ sex complex ” 

SMITH elon Zen Zenns) “Not So Quiet.” Stepdaughters of War. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, PP. 240. London, Marriott, 1930. 

A book which tial fo: blic lib shelves, of 
Vincent (Henry) Hostilities Only. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 

— (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 

A realistic novel of life on the lower deck during the war, with racy details of 
life afloat on a West African river as well as nearer at home. 
WILDER ornton) The Woman of Andros. 8vo, cloth, pp. 105. 


London, Longmans, 1930. 6s. net. 
The scene is laid in a Greek island at a when Greek civilisation has 
latter’s lover, 


and her Gl 


Terence’ 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
ee ae THE AMERICAN Lrsrary AssocraTion. Vol. 24, No. 4. 
» 1930. 
th. E} A Shakespeare Dictionary. Part X.—King Henry IV., 
Part I. Subscribers, 5s. net; Non-subscribers, 6s. net. Part 
XI.—King Henry IV., Part II. Subscribers, 4s. 6d. net; Non- 


subscribers, 5s. 6d. net. 
More Books. The Bulletin of the Boston Public Library. March, 


1930. 
British Lisrary Survey. Conduéted under the auspices 
of British Columbia Public Library Commission. 1927-28. 
BULLETIN OF THE Bupapest Pusiic Lrsrary, 1928. Vol. 8. Nos. 1-4. 
Tue Boox BULLETIN oF THE CHICAGO Pusiic Lrsrary. Vol. 20, 
No. 2, April, 1930. 

Cotumsia University in the City of New York. Report of the 
Direftor of the School of Public Library Service. 1929. 

Cotuma1a University in the City of New York. Courses in Library 
Service. July 7 to August 15, 1930. 

County LrsraRigs IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. Report, 1928-29. 
The Library Association. 

InpIAN Lrprary Journat. Vol. II., Nos. 2, 3 and 4. Subscription, 
Rs. 3 per annum. 

(George Pratt) Golden Journeys. Glasgow. Review, 1 

Tue Lrerarian. Vol. XIX., No. No. 6 

Tue Lrerary AssIsTANT. Vol. XXIII, No. 3. March, 1930. 


Tue Lreraky Journat. Vol. 55, No. ‘Apeil 18%; No. 8, April 
15th, 1930. 
Tue Loupspeaxer. A Magazine of contributions from members of 


the North Midland Branch of the Library Association. Read at 
the first Annual Meeting at Leicester on 16th January, 1930. 
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North Midland Branch Library Association 


MEETING AT PETERBOROUGH, APRIL 3RD, 1930. 


Tue second Meeting of the Branch was held at Peterborough on 
April 3rd, 1930, when, under the presidency of Mr. W. A. Briscoe, 
members assembled in the Reference Room of the Public Library. 
Prior to the meeting the members had been conduéted over the 
Cathedral by the Rev. Canon Swain, Cathedral Librarian, who gave a 
most interesting talk and description of this famous Norman Cathedral. 
The members were welcomed by Councillor J. Mansfield, 
Chairman of the Public Library Committee. In the course of his 
remarks he referred to Mr. Jast, the President designate of the Library 
Association, and at one time Librarian of Peterborough. 

The President thanked Councillor Mansfield and the Public 
Library Committee for their cordial welcome, and also Canon Swain 
for his kindness in showing the members round the Cathedral. 

The President then gave his presidential address, which is fully 
reported elsewhere. 

The minutes of the previous ing were read and confirmed. 
The Hon. Sec. reported twenty-nine applications for membership of 
the Branch since the — meeting. These were unanimously 

Copies of the Loudspeaker had been distributed to the members. 
These had been stencilled and duplicated by the kindness of Dr. Lowe 
under the direftion of the editor, Mr. Wilkie. Some 128 copies had 
been made, and each copy contains 48 pages, besides the cover, there- 
fore some idea of the work involved will be realized. The President 
expressed the very grateful thanks of the branch to Dr. Lowe, Mr. 
Wilkie and the staff of the Leicester Public Library. Many congratu- 
latory comments on the magazine had been received, and requests 
for copies from librarians outside the area. 

. Brown, of Northampton, was unavoidably absent, and Mr. 
James kindly _ the address undertaken by Mr. Brown on “ Co- 
operation in Colle&ting of Public Records.” He said that all 
public libraries colle& local records in some degree, and in so doi 
come across references and information concerning other places. 
such information were forwarded to the places concerned, much 
valuable matter which is now lost would be brought to light. He 
spoke of the need for the preservation of local documents, and gave 
instances of their value. In replying to the discussion that followed, 
Mr. that the ideal for the ration that he advocated 

be summed up in the word “ neighbourliness.” 

Mr. G. W. Robinson (Nottingham) gave a “ Demonstration on 
Poster Writing and Pen Printing for Libraries.” He exhibited posters 
which he had done, and gave a practical demonstration on the methods 
he adopted to get such admirable results. The members were much 
interested in watching Mr. Robinson’s use of the pens, and one of the 
members of the audience was overheard to murmur, “ Yes, I know 
bow to do it, but I can’t do it.” As this was a chief librarian I must 
not give his name away. 

The members then adjourned to a café where they were enter- 
tained to tea by the Library Committee, to whom, as also to Mr. Hudson 
and his staff, the best thanks of the members were offered. 

Kare E. Prerce (Hon. Secretary). 


, 
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Educational Films 


We have received from the Joint Honorary Secretaries to the Com- 
mission on Educational and Cultural Films the following appeal to 


all librarians :-— 
into Educational 


In December last a representative Commission of 


for in Education, Middlesex, with the obje&s of 
eee films for educational and 


> 


Commission it was agreed that an important piece of work be done by 
iry as to whether the films shown in the cinema affected in any way the choice 


The Commission appeals to the librarians of public libraries for their help 


in this work. If librarians will give the Commission their assistance it js suggee 
that they should note the films being shown in their distri during one mon 
record the books chosen from their shelves, reporting to the Commission subse- 


quently whether the Gime shown ia the sppeared to them to in aap 

way the reading of the public. For instance, if a play or well-known book has been 
shown, was there a demand for that particular work ? We would ask librarians to 
state the month observed by them ish in their reports between 
“ Children and Adolescents ” and “ Adults,” for Commission is among other 
matters engaged in making a separate examination of the problem under these 


two aspects. 
In conclusion we would emphasise 
operation of librarians in important We Commission would be glad 
I. 


to receive reports at 39, Bedford Square, London, 


Correspondence 
Tue Eprror, The Library World. April 10th, 1930. 


Sir, 
I should be glad if you would kindly give space in your journal 
to the mi offer. 
hay sey, 2 reducing my personal collection of books and periodicals 

I have for 1-72 (forming Volumes 1-12) of The Londos 
Mercury, unbound. Twelve numbers are missing, but none of these 
are the scarce ones, and the set could be easily completed from any 
second-hand bookseller at 6d. or 1s. per number. I should be only 
too glad to present these volumes to any library which can make use 
application. 

Will anyone who asks for them and receives no seply plea 
take this as an intimation that some other library has been 
field ? 
Hendon Public Libraries, Yours, etc., 

The Central Library, R. D. Surrn, 

The Burroughs, N.W.4. Deputy Librarian. 
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‘PATENT OVERSEWING 


| Independent of the of the Potted 


(recently “re-opened | New Book of 3 
tions and enlargement) | and kept in strict ordersofacilitate 
Room, you cam quickly with Books 
inspect Foyle'’s Latest |. i 


PF 


6 


Manette St, Charing Cross ma: | . W.HEFFER & SONS 
Leadon, W.1. Gerrard 9316 tines) Pel. 862, Telegromsd Cables: Heifer, Combridgs 


(a) Increase, the too, (Nick fold of 
larly. These can be Obtained 
Montoer of the Libraries Department wit, | — request. Recently Cate- 
teformation that wil! prove usefel. ture; 347, Literatete, ine 
3 eluding a crence Section; Cate" 
POYLE’S LIBRARIESDEPT, |. 4)-logue of HeSers Publicitions 
af 


RE-BINDING 


IT IS INCUMBENT ON THE BOOK-BINDER TO ADAPT HIS 
BINDINGS TO BE ATTRACTIVE AND AT THE SAME TIME 
GIVE THE LONGEST AND MOST ECONOMICAL SERVICE AT 
ORDINARY COSTS. WE DO THIS. 


THE CHEAPEST BINDING WE DO CAN BE FINISHED 
WITH BLIND TOOLING OR GOLD DECORATION ACCORD- 
ING TO THE WISHES OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


LINEN-GUARDING 


FROM NOW ONWARDS WE SHALL ALBUM-JOINT WITH A 
LINEN GUARD (NOT MULL) ALL FICTION BOOKS OF THICK 
UNWIELDLY PAPERS WHICH CALL FOR SUCH TREATMENT 
WITHOUT EXTRA COST. 


WHERE IT IS THE BEST METHOD WE PAPER-LINE EVERY 
FOLD OF WEAK PAPER MAKING IT STRONG FOR SEWING 
THROUGH. 


WE USE OVERSEWING WITH RESTRAINT: AND EVEN 
THEN IT IS HAND-OVERSEWING. MACHINE OVERSEWING 
IS AN EXCEPTION: IT PROVES DETRIMENTAL TO OVER 
95% OF ORDINARY LIBRARY BOOKS. 


UPON RECEIPT OF A POSTCARD WE WILL SEND YOU PRICE 
LIST WITH PARTICULARS OF TEN DIFFERENT STYLES OF 
BINDING BY RETURN OF POST. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 
PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


Printed by F ucxes L: Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
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